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Accessibility for Families
The Boy Who Cried Wolf by Mike Kenny
This form is to help venues give guidance to families who are concerned about the
accessibility of the show or want further details.
Synopsis

This is the story of Silas. Silas lives in a village, in a deep valley with
his Mum and his Grandfather. The lives of people of the village all
revolve around sheep, and more importantly wool. They shear the
sheep and spin the wool, and all the long cold winter evenings, they
knit. In the heart of every winter there is a big party in the village hall
where there is a competition for the best jumper. Silas’s Mum is known
to be the best knitter for miles around, but for some reason, she has
never ever won the best jumper competition.
Although the village is all about sheep, the last thing that Silas wants
to be is a shepherd. But his grandfather is getting old, and the time
comes that Silas has to go up the mountain with the sheep to make
sure they don’t wonder off, and to protect them from the wolves that
roam the high peaks.
Sheep, though funny and friendly in many ways, aren’t the most
interesting of company, and Silas wishes he was down in the village at
the party with everyone else. One day he hears the people singing and
dancing and he can’t bear it anymore and he shouts, ‘Wolf! Wolf!’ His
Mum and his Grandfather come scrambling up the mountain, but when
they get there, there is no sign of any wolves, and Silas is looking
sheepish. His Grandfather is very serious with him and says, ‘Silas. No
one believes a liar, even when they’re telling the truth.’
Well, winter ends and summer passes and it’s time for Silas to take the
sheep up the mountain again. Silas is no happier about it than he was
before and when he hears the people celebrating at the party, he can’t
help wondering if his Mum has won the contest this time, and he shouts
again, ‘Wolf! Wolf!’ Up the mountain come his Mum and his
Grandfather- still no sign of wolves- again his Grandfather looks at him
very seriously and says, ‘Silas. No one believes a liar, even when
they’re telling the truth.’
Another summer passes, and another winter comes, and this time it’s a
hard and snowy winter. Not only is it hard for the sheep to find food,
but the harsh weather brings the hungry wolves down from the high
peaks. Silas, sees them, snarling at the edge of the trees, “Wolf!’ He
cries, ‘Wolf!’ For a moment he hears a pause in the sound of partying
from the village hall. But then the sound continues, and no one comes.
He is on his own, with the terrified sheep behind him, and the hungry
wolves in front of him.
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What can he do? Will he let the sheep be eaten by wolves? No, he
can’t. Somehow he finds some bravery inside him. He stands up. He
faces the wolves, and he defies them and scares them off, back into
the forest.
When he gets home, he discovers that his Mum has won the
competition for the best jumper. And it’s a jumper that fits Silas
perfectly, and on the front it has a picture, telling the story of Silas,
the boy who cried wolf, and saved the sheep!
Silas, Mother, Grandad, Villagers, Sheep
Wolves are mentioned throughout the show.
There are no sudden loud noises, but there is live music at a reasonable
sound level.
At some venues the show will be performed without lighting. If lighting
Special Lighting
is used, there is one moment were red lights are used, however other
than that we use a simple lighting state for scenes.
Distressing/Upsetting The wolves are never actually shown. The cast mention them, and at
one point take on wolf physicality, and pretend to be wolves dressed as
content
themselves. When Silas faces the wolf at the end of the story, Silas and
two villagers simply describe the wolf approaching, but nothing is
shown. Silas then finds his bravery and shouts at the wolf to leave.
Again this is only narrated by the cast.
Audience Interaction There is one moment where the cast come into the audience, and ask
the children if they have seen a wolf.

Characters
Difficult Themes
Loud Noises
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